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The SDSN Leadership Council convened on May
15-16 in Beijing at the invitation of Tsinghua
University.
The meeting focused on the SDSN contribution
to the post-2015 processes and the preparations
ot the 2015 climate conference in Paris, building
the national and regional network, and expan-
ding the online education initiatives.

Within the framework of the MedSpring project
(http://www.medspring.eu/), in which MED
Solutions Partner UNIMED is participating, the
2nd EMEG meeting is foreseen in Tunisia on 22-
23 September 2014 and is hosted by the Tunisian
Ministry of Education and Scientific Research.
This year EMEG will be focused on the
Stocktaking of the Euro-Mediterranean policy dia-
logue on research and innovation, with the aim of
identifying ways and means for policy and policy
dialogue to ensure impact on the MedSpring the-
matic challenges in water, food and energy.
In order to substantiate and amplify EMEG work, a
second on-line open consultation on “Research &
Innovation policy and policy dialogue in the Euro-
Mediterranean region” has been launched on 9th
June in the MedSpring-Agora platform. The on-line

consultation is addres-
sed to web communi-
ties and individuals,
including those ones
that already became
MedSpring followers
(Twitter and Facebook),
and have a focus on the
Mediterranean policies
on Research and inno-
vation in relation to the above challenges.
The open consultation will complement and pre-
pare the ground for the EMEG work in Tunisia and
beyond.
• You can have access and give your contribu-
tion here at this link: http://surveymedspring.net-
seven.it/index.php/586559/lang-en
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Participate in the Debate on SDGs

MED Solutions partners have the unique opportu-
nity to participate in the debate on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) and to give a concre-
te contribution on the post-2015 process in the
Mediterranean region. MED Solutions and its par-
tner Unimed are preparing a special issue of
MED Solutions News focusing on food and water
in the Mediterranean. We are looking for your
feedback on solutions and best practices on
issues related to food and water from a
Mediterranean perspective, to be included in the
special issue of our newsletter.
For your reference, please review SDSN reports:
•An Action Agenda for Sustainable Development 
•Indicators for Sustainable Development Goals –
Working Draft.
Deadline: September 10, 2014. 
More information: www.medsolutions.unisi.it



By Isabella Alloisio, PhD
Scientific Coordinator, ICCG and
Researcher and Policy Analyst, FEEM

Energy infrastructure development is pivotal for the
integration of energy markets in the Euro-
Mediterranean region and the condition for stable
and sustainable development of a market of 500 mil-
lion consumers. This was the main focus of the
Workshop “Public-Private Partnership: International
Experiences and Italian Perspectives: a focus on the
role of PPP on Energy Infrastructures and Sustainable
Growth”, that was held in Venice on 9 May 2014.
The Workshop was organized by MED Solutions
partner University Ca’ Foscari of Venice and the
International Center for Climate Governance (ICCG),
in collaboration with the Observatory on Public-
Private Partnerships (MP3) of Bocconi University
(MED Solutions partner).
The deployment of smart grids and cross-
border interconnections is set up by the
European Commission as the prerequisite for
the completion of the EU energy market.
Moreover, the energy scenario in the Euro-
Mediterranean region is changing rapidly,
with decreased electricity demand in Europe
and a growing electricity demand in the
Southern Mediterranean basin, the creation
of a gas spot market, and the impact of rene-
wable energies on the existing market
mechanisms. The setting up of new energy highways
in the Mediterranean basin needs to be planned
accordingly. Moreover, the current economic clima-
te has posed a serious challenge to huge investment
needs in energy infrastructure development, requi-
ring a new financial paradigm based on innovative
approaches to fundraising.
Franco Bassanini, Chairman of Cassa Depositi e
Prestiti and Vice-Chairman of InfraMed infrastructu-
re Fund has presented the important activity in the

field of energy infrastructure financing conducted by
InfraMed Fund in the Mediterranean region. In par-
ticular, he mentioned a best case example of a wind
energy project in Jordan, the Tafila wind farm,
which was financed through a collaboration betwe-
en public and private investors. InfraMed took 50%
of the shareholding of the company, assuming the
development risks and playing an active role in the
structuring of the financial transaction. It was the
first utility-scale renewable Independent Power
Producer in Jordan and in the Middle-East, which
will produce (from 2015) 400 GWh of energy and
will displace 235,000 tons of carbon dioxide. This
single project alone will increase the country’s

power capacity by 3% and account for
10% of Jordan’s 1.2 GW renewable ener-
gy target by 2020. The financing of the
Tafila wind farm serves as the template for
many renewable energy projects in Jordan
and in other Mediterranean Countries. 
A well-designed Private Public Partner-
ship structure which reaps private sector
advantages in terms of innovation and
knowledge transfer, efficient manage-
ment and mobilization of funds is a key
factor in energy infrastructure inve-

stments and should play a central role in gover-
nment strategies for achieving universal energy
access goals and reliable power in order to foster
economic development in the Euro-Mediterranean
region and elsewhere.

Energy Infrastructure Development in the
Euro-Mediterranean Region
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“A well-designed
Private Public
Partnership struc-
ture should play a
central role in
government stra-
tegies in the Euro-
Mediterranean
region”



• Summer School on Sustainable Blue
Growth in South East Europe
The EU Blue Growth Initiative is a long-term strategy
to support growth in the marine and maritime sector.
Establishing appropriate training and mobility oppor-
tunities for a new generation of marine scientists
which possess both cross and transdisciplinary skills
represents an important part of this strategy. 
In this context, MED Solutions Partner OGS - National
Institute of Oceanography and Experimental
Geophysics, is organizing in collaboration with other
partner institutions a one-week training school in
Trieste, Italy, 14-18 July 2014, for researchers, scien-
tists and managers from South East Europe.
The aim is  to increase  professional skills in the field
of marine sciences,  environmental protection and
integrated management of coastal areas.
•  For more information, please visit: http://summer-
school.inogs.it

• Marsilio Ficino fellowships - a joint
postdoctoral program of I-CORE Solar
Fuels and ENEA
I-CORE Solar Fuels - the Israeli Center of Research
Excellence in Renewable and Sustainable Energyand
ENEA- the Italian national Agency for new technolo-
gies, energy and sustainable economic development
are seeking excellent candidates for postdoctoral fel-
lowships.
• The deadline for the submission of the applications
is August 1, 2014.
• Please visit: www.enea.it/it/lavoro-studio/documen-
ti/post-doctoral-fellowships

• 7th Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue
Università degli Studi di Roma Tor Vergata,

Rome,Italy, 8-10 October 2014
The 7th Euro-Mediterranean Dialogue call for papers
has the ambition to gather practitioners and resear-
chers from all countries of the Euro-Mediterranean
area and the Middle East, but also from other coun-
tries with expertise in this area, focusing in particular
on: “Societal government and innovative public
management: Challenges for the Euro-MENA area”.
• For more information, please visit: http://www.med-
eu.org/en/

• DUN’s Initiative RE & Agri
Desertec University Network (DUN) from Tunisia is
organizing the International Conference on
Renewable Energy Development & Applications for
a Sustainable Agriculture Production Systems.
The Conference  will be held on 29-31 October 2014
in Tunis, Tunisia, based on the initiative RE & Agri,
which intends to create an open space networking
and exchange of information and knowledge on RE
innovations and their application in different domains
in agriculture with a bearing on research and deve-
lopment. 
• For more information on this event, please contact
Mr. Mouldi Miled, Chairman of  DESERTEC
University Network (Mouldi.Miled@mes.rnu.tn)
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The revised strategy will focus on seas and coasts,
natural resources, rural areas and food, climate,
sustainable cities, green economy transition, and
governance.  The Steering Committee (SC) of the
Mediterranean Commission on Sustainable
Development (MCSD) held its 15th meeting on 11
and 12 June 2014; this meeting was kindly hosted
by Malta, which currently chairs the SC.
The main outcome of the meeting was the approval
of the vision and structure that will guide the for-
mulation of the revised MSSD over the next year. 
• Press release: http://bit.ly/1nwRRwU

The International Center for Climate Governance,
MED Solutions Partner, co-organized a Policy
Session on Climate and Energy Policies in the
Mediterranean Basin at the 5th World Congress of
Environmental and Resources Economists (WCERE),
featuring the participation as keynote speaker of pro-
fessor Jeffrey Sachs, director of UN SDSN.
The focus of the event  (June 29 - July 2) is on the
Mediterranean basin as one of the most vulnerable
regions in the world due to the impacts of climate
change interrelated consequences, its precarious
socio-economic conditions, and its fragile political
systems. The energy scenario in the region is chan-
ging rapidly, with a decreased energy demand in
Europe and on the other hand a growing energy
demand in the Southern Mediterranean basin. In
order to reach a coherent policy design, the strong
involvement of all regional stakeholders: decision
makers, energy operators, scientists, communication
specialists, international organizations and interna-
tional financial institutions - based on a new coope-
ration paradigm - is highly recommended.
• For more information, please visit: http://bit.ly/1m5I2U7

The Revised Mediterranean Strategy

for Sustainable Development (MSSD)

Focus on the Interface between
Environment and Development

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter.
If you wish not to receive further copies of our new-
sletters, please reply to our e-mail address with
NEWSLETTER STOP and you will be taken off the
mailing list: medsolutions@unisi.it.

Editorial staff:
MED Solutions Secretariat, Communication and Web
Portal Office 
All texts:  Creative Commons BY NC SA

Istanbul, Turkey, 29th June 2014 

Competitiveness and
sustainable growth

Milan, Italy, 19th June 2014 

Policy Session on

Climate and Energy

Policies in the

Mediterranean Basin

The international workshop “Practicing Integrated
Thinking & Reporting” was organized in Milan on
June 19, 2014 by the University of Siena and
Fountation ENI Enrico Mattei within the Borsa
Italiana Congress Center. The workshop aimed at
investigating how “integrated thinking”might
enhance competitiveness and ensure sustainable
growth for business. Integrated Thinking marks a
change in the way companies conceive and report
business models and the creation of sustainable
value in the short and long term, providing a holi-
stic assessment of the organization in terms of its
operations, risks and opportunities to enable a
more sustainable management and to enhance
value creation in the future. Keynote speakers
stressed how this new approach is in line with the
need for civil society and business organizations to
cooperate for the achievement of the SDGs, with
particular reference to the challenges facing
Mediterranean countries including Italy.

Integrated Reporting

in the Mediterranean

Image from “The Allegory of Good and Bad Government”, which
is included in the famous cycle of frescoes painted in 1338-39 by
Ambrogio Lorenzetti in the Palazzo Pubblico of Siena, contra-
sting the effects of good and bad government on society and the
environment. 

Angelo Riccaboni, Rector, University of Siena and
Enrico Giovannini, Full Professor of Economic Statistics,

University fo Rome "Tor Vergata".


